
             EAST HEMPFIELD TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MINUTES

DATE AND TIME: August 19, 2020 7:00 p.m.

ATTENDANCE: Board Members: Thomas A. Bennett
G. Edward LeFevre
H. Scott Russell
Andrew C. Weaver
W. Scott Wiglesworth

Manager: Cindy A. Schweitzer
Director of Planning & Development: Jon E. Beck
Director of Public Works: Perry T. Madonna
Police: Stephen A. Skiles
Attorney: Susan P. Peipher
Engineer: Scott H. Hain
Emergency Services Coordinator: Diane E. Garber

The Board of Supervisors held an in-person and virtual public meeting using Zoom.  The in-person
meeting was held at the East Hempfield Township Municipal Building, 1700 Nissley Road
Landisville.  The meeting was advertised and the public was permitted to attend in-person or
remotely via Zoom (video and audio) along with instructions on how to do so.

Board Members Tom Bennett, Edward LeFevre, Scott Russell, Andy Weaver and Scott
Wiglesworth; Township Manager Cindy Schweitzer; Director of Planning & Development Jon
Beck; Police Chief Stephen Skiles and Solicitor Susan Peipher were physically present for the
meeting.  Twp. Engineer Scott Hain and ESC Diane Garber attended remotely.
 
Chairman Scott Russell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., followed by a moment of silence
and the Pledge of Allegiance.  After commenting on the unprecedented challenges experienced in
dealing with the Global Pandemic, Mr. Russell reviewed the rules and procedures currently
applying to public meetings. All Zoom microphones will be muted except for the host computer and
all voting will be done by roll call vote taken by the manager. Mrs. Diane Garber will be managing
the Zoom Site.  Any resident comments received ahead of the meeting will be read during public
comment.  Any resident wishing to comment during the meeting was requested to advise the
meeting host to be recognized.

Police Recognitions:
The meeting was well attended by officers and family members to witness the swearing in of the
new police officer and recognition of annual awards.

 Swearing   in   of   Christian   Omar   Torres-Garcia – Chief Skiles introduced Christian Omar
Torres-Garcia who began employment as East Hempfield Township Police Officer on
Monday, August 17, 2020 and briefly described his background and positive
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references.  Chairman Russell conducted the swearing-in ceremony and Officer Torres-
Garcia was welcomed by the Board, and all those who were present.

 Officer   of   the   Year   Award – The Annual Kenneth Neidinger Officer of the Year Award
is presented to an officer, regardless of rank or assignment, and based upon
professionalism, exemplary service and accomplishment during the year.  This year the
award is being presented to Officer Brian Dilliplaine.  Lt. Jennifer Brubaker assisted
Chief Skiles with presenting the award. The Board and all those present thanked and
congratulated Officer Dilliplaine for all his efforts in achieving this coveted award.

 Additional   Awards - Lt. Matthew Pohle announced that forty-one (41) additional awards
had been presented to East Hempfield Township Police Department employees and read
their names and summarized the type of work that earned the award.

Each member of the Board expressed their thanks to Chief Skiles and the officers of the East
Hempfield Police Department, each noting how much they appreciated each officer’s dedication to
service and the excellent work they all do in protecting the residents of East Hempfield Township.

Hearing:
Village   Residential   and   Village   Commercial   Zoning   Text   Amendments – Jon Beck explained the
Board of Supervisors of East Hempfield desires to make certain amendments to the Zoning
Ordinance, specifically provision in the Village Residential and Village Commercial section of the
Zoning Ordinance.  The goal is to preserve the historical character and street scape of the villages of
Rohrerstown and Landisville.  He then listed and explained each amendment being proposed and
reviewed public comment received ahead of time.  Township Engineer Scott Hain and Nick
Ebersole, David Miller Associates, two principals who helped develop the Ordinance, were present
remotely via Zoom and added comments to further explain.  Mr. Beck informed that the Township
Planning Commission has recommended approval and noted that points of concern were raised
during the review process and that will be further analyzed for possible future amendment.  He also
noted that the County Planning Commission does not recommend approval as the Ordinance goes
against the County Comprehensive Plan.

Public Comment:
Kenneth   M.   Ralph, Wickersham Lane, stated via Zoom he is opposed because he is concerned the
amendments will reduce affordable housing in the Township resulting in increased suburban
sprawl. 

Board Comments:
Supervisor   Weaver   asked if there are other areas in the Township that we are encouraging higher
density.  Mr. Beck noted that the Village Zones have the highest density provisions at 5 dwelling per
acre.  Higher densities are permitted in a Cluster Overlay in the Low and Medium residential zones
but really only result in 2-3 units per acre.  Mr. Weaver also asked if the demolition of historic
structures has been an issue.  To date there have been no historic structures demolished but many
of the homes in the Village area are irreplaceable but not necessarily historic.  Mr. Weaver likes
the demolish provisions but having worked for the County Planning for many years understand and
better appreciates the rational for higher density with the Village zones being the logical place.
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Supervisor   Bennett asked if there are any other places where we are encouraging higher density to
prevent demolition of historic structures.  Mr. Beck responded that there are several properties that
have recently been built or are in the process of remodeling that no issues with older properties
that did not qualify for historic registration. 

Supervisor   Wiglesworth stated the primary driver is with the explosion of the real estate market
over the past few years and the township having little control over a property turning his property
into 8-10 rental units which he feels will change the village character over time.  He believes given
the strong real estate market; more high-density demands will come in the next few months if we do
not pass this amendment.  He feels there are affordable rentals and affordable real estate
properties available.  He noted the 2016 Comprehensive study that indicated that East Hempfield
has an ample supply of rental units but lacking in affordable real estate ownership.  Affordable
home ownership is protected with this amendment.  Mr. Wiglesworth also heard from several
residents concerned and supportive of the density controls proposed in the Villages

Supervisor   Russell reiterated Mr. Wiglesworth’s statements and agreed that the Township needs to
protect the affordable home ownership stock.  He noted that there are very limited areas available
for residential development and the remaining land needs to be well managed to maintain diversity.
He therefore supports the amendment.

Supervisor   Bennett thanked Staff for their work and stated he supports what Supervisor Russell said
and desires to support and maintain the character of the Village.  He would like to see home
ownership encouraged wherever possible.  He also indicated his support.

Supervisor   LeFevre feels very positive about retaining the character of the Villages, protecting
neighbors’ rights to maintain the character of the street scape.

Public Comment:
Allen   Landis, Rohrerstown Road, attended in-person and expressed concerns regarding amendment
changes.  He supports the County Planning Commission disapproval due to lowering density and
further feels the amendments go much further than lowering density and preserving the villages.
He adds the extended changes to the VR and VC zone negatively impact current property owners.
He feels these changes will diminish what owners can do with their property and lower property
values.  Additionally he feels there was not adequate analysis done regarding the impacts on
existing properties and owners and feels that residents have not had an opportunity to be involved in
these changes.

Kenneth   M.   Ralph, Wickersham Lane, via Zoom, asked if the Supervisors believe that every
municipality needs to maintain density in order to preserve the rich farmland in Lancaster County
and what are the supervisors doing to increase affordable housing.

Board Comments:
Supervisor   Wiglesworth shared that low-income housing development has been approved in recent
years in the project to the west of the park boundary, he also referenced Park City Apartments and
several apartment complexes along Marietta and Columbia Avenues.  He feels the Township
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supports low income housing and supports the county’s effort to preserve Lancaster County
farmland, but there is still a need to preserve the character of existing Village.

Supervisor   Russell, reiterated his prior comments and closed by stating that no ordinance is perfect
and the Township does routinely update ordinances and will look at your concerns to see if
adjustments might be necessary.

There being no further comments or questions (Board or Public), motion was made by Mr.
Wiglesworth and seconded by Mr. Bennett to close the Hearing at 8:04 p.m.  The following roll call
vote was taken by the Township Manager:  Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver –
aye; Mr. Russell – aye; Mr. Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion passed (5-0).

Motion was made by Mr. Wiglesworth and seconded by Mr. Bennett to add the Hearing as an
action item to tonight’s meeting agenda.  The following roll call vote was taken by the Township
Manager:  Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr. Russell – aye; Mr.
Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion passed (5-0).

Mr. Wiglesworth thanked Mr. Landis for being very respectful and appreciated how he articulated
his points and said the Board will reach out to him when amendments are considered.

Consent Agenda
a) Department Reports - Golf Course, Public Works, Development Services, Police, EMC.
b) JMS Motors Final Plan (17-05-FP), 3525 Columbia Ave: Approve Financial Security reduction

#1
c) Lime Spring Square Phase 5 (16-08.05), Noll Dr.: Approve recording time extension request
d) Turkey Hill Final Plan (19-02.03), 257 Centerville Rd.: Approve recording time extension

request
e) Community Fellowship Church Revised Final Plan (06-122.02), 200 Bethel Dr.: Approve

Agreements and establish Financial Security
f) Treasurer’s Report for August/2020 covering all funds 6/30/20 $11,133,098.36

Receipts $     805,423.90
Expense $  2,508.658.69
7/31/20 $  9,429,863.57

g) Invoices from all funds covering 8/8/20 – 8/21/20 & totaling $788,496.82

h) Approval of minutes: August 5, 2020

Mr. LeFevre expressed concerns regarding JMS financial security reduction and the incomplete
nature of some of the items on the list.  Jon Beck stated many of the concerns are due to COVID
restrictions and the halt of construction activities.  Scott Hain agreed the project has been difficult
and are attempting to work with the owner.  DM/A does have a process for approving reductions
and this request has been put through that scrutiny.  He explained that the 10% contingency held for
outstanding items is not reduced proportionately and should be adequate to cover remaining
contingencies.  Mr. LeFevre maintains his concern.

Mr. Bennett asked if there is any way to break out the Development Services report to another area
of the agenda to allow better tracking and further discussion. 
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Motion was made by Mr. Bennett and seconded by Mr. LeFevre to approve Consent Agenda Items
(a) through (h).  The following roll call vote was taken by the Township Manager:  Mr. Bennett –
aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr. Wiglesworth – aye; Mr. Russell – aye. The motion
unanimously passed (5-0).

Action items
a) Development Services:

 Lancaster    County    Motors    SWM    Plan    (04-52.02),    5260    Main    St. – Approve
modification & waivers, SWM O&M Agreement, and project Financial Security.

o Modifications - Motion was made by Mr. Wiglesworth and seconded by Mr.
Weaver to approve modification requests #1, & #2 for the Lancaster County Motors
Stormwater Management Plan, Township File #04-52.02, subject to staff and
engineer comments.  The following roll call vote was taken by the Township
Manager:  Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr. Russell – aye; Mr.
Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion passed (4-0-1) with Mr. LeFevre abstaining due to a
conflict of interest.

o O&M Agreement & Financial Security – Motion was made by Mr. Wiglesworth
and seconded by Mr. Bennett to approve the Stormwater Management Operations
and Maintenance Agreement, to establish $99,556.27 as the project’s financial
security, and to establish $1,017.69 as the SWM Plan Inspection Fee and as the
SWM Plan Maintenance Fee for the Lancaster County Motors Stormwater
Management Plan, Township File #04-52.02, subject to solicitor and engineer
comments. The following roll call vote was taken by the Township Manager:  Mr.
Bennett – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr. Russell – aye; Mr. Wiglesworth – aye.  The
motion passed (4-0-1) with Mr. LeFevre abstaining due to a conflict of interest.

 701   Stony   Battery   Rd.   Final   Plan   (19-08.03) – Approve modifications & waivers and
Final Land Development Plan.  Jon Beck reviewed the modifications.  Andy Miller,
Rettew Associates was present remotely to answer any questions related to the project.

o Modifications – Motion was made by Mr. Wiglesworth and seconded by Mr.
Bennett to approve modification requests #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, and #6 for the 701
Stony Battery Road Final Land Development Plan, Township File #19-08.03,
subject to staff and engineer comments.  The following roll call vote was taken
by the Township Manager:  Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver –
aye; Mr. Russell – aye; Mr. Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion passed (5-0).

o Final Plan – Motion was made by Mr. Bennett and seconded by Mr. Weaver  to
approve the 701 Stony Battery Road Final Land Development Plan, Township
File #19-08.03, conditioned on resolution of all outstanding staff and engineering
comments, within 90 days of plan approval, unless extended by the Board for
cause shown, or plan approval will be null and void.  The following roll call vote
was taken by the Township Manager:  Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye;
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Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr. Russell – aye; Mr. Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion
passed (5-0).

 2260   Dairy   Rd.   Warehouse   (07-154.06) – Approve modifications & waivers and Final
Land Development Plan.  Jon Beck explained the requests and recommendations.
Attorney Mark Stanley, McNees Wallace & Nurick was present via Zoom representing
the developer.  Also present remotely were Kevin Ember, John Schick, and Mike
Esterly.   The prospective purchaser, Fillmore Container, is looking to relocate to East
Hempfield.  Mr. Bennett and Mr. Russell had concerns about traffic. Mrs. Schweitzer
reported the Traffic Impact Assessment has been updated.  Also, the neighbors had
incorrect information regarding the number of tractor trailers and that was corrected as
being +/- 6, not 100 as had previously been reported.  Mrs. Schweitzer stated she had the
plans for the bridge project and this project is actually improving the road in the best
possible way.    There were no public questions or concerns.

o Modifications – Motion was made by Mr. LeFevre and seconded by Mr.
Wiglesworth to approve modification request #6 and recommend conditional
approval for modification requests #1, #2, #3, #4, subject to staff and engineer
comments. The following roll call vote was taken by the Township Manager:
Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr. Russell – aye; Mr.
Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion passed (5-0).

o Final Plan – Motion was made by Mr. Bennett and seconded by Mr. LeFevre  to
approve the Dairy Road Warehouse Final Land Development Plan, Township
File #07-154.04, conditioned on resolution of all outstanding staff and
engineering comments, within 90 days of plan approval, unless extended by the
Board for cause shown, or plan approval will be null and void.  The following
roll call vote was taken by the Township Manager:  Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr.
LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr. Russell – aye; Mr. Wiglesworth – aye.
The motion passed (5-0).

 Stobro   Sign   Amendment   –   Permission   to   advertise.  Mr. LeFevre requested that the
errors in the application be noted.   Mr. Beck noted that corrections were made in the
draft ordinance document which is the basis of the advertisement.  Mr. Bennett has
issues with the way in which the applicant is requesting change and feels that the more
appropriate course of action would be to present their request to the Zoning Hearing
Board.  There is fear that these partial changes to the ordinance will have unintended
consequences and feels that a comprehensive rewrite of the sign ordinance is the
preferred method.  Mr. Wiglesworth agrees with some of Mr. Bennett’s points; however,
tonight is for advertising, not for deliberation.  Debate and deliberation will occur at the
Hearing.  Motion was made by Mr. Wiglesworth and seconded by Mr. Weaver to
authorize advertising the Stobro Sign Amendment, as presented, for adoption
consideration at the September 16th Supervisors meeting.  The following roll call vote
was taken by the Township Manager:  Mr. Bennett – nay; Mr. LeFevre – nay; Mr.
Weaver – aye; Mr. Russell – aye; Mr. Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion passed (3-2).
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 Woodcrest   Villa – dedication of maintenance access.  Resolution #2020-27 and Deed of
Dedication.  Jon Beck provided background pertaining to the 50-foot right-of-way
dedication of a portion of property currently owned by the Mennonite Home to become
a maintenance access easement between Shriner Station Road and Harrisburg Pike.
Motion was made by Mr. Wiglesworth and seconded by Mr. Bennett to adopt
Resolution #2020-27 and to accept the Deed of Dedication for the Woodcrest Villa
maintenance access as discussed.  The following roll call vote was taken by the
Township Manager:  Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr.
Russell – aye; Mr. Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion passed (5-0).

b) Comcast    Cable    Franchise    renewal    service    engagement    with    Cohen    Law    Group.  Mrs.
Schweitzer reviewed the proposal and fee. She noted this will be a 2021 budget item. Motion
was made by Mr. Bennett and seconded by Mr. Weaver to accept the Cohen Law Group
proposal to perform the Comcast Cable Franchise Agreement and audit for renewal services for
a total fee of $9,600 for the 2021 budget and to authorize the Township Manager to send the
engagement letter to the Cohen Law Group. The following roll call vote was taken by the
Township Manager:  Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr. Russell –
aye; Mr. Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion passed (5-0).

c) Hempfield   Area   Fire   Services   Commission   recommendation   to   provide   budget   funding   to   the
fire   departments   (Hempfield,   Rohrerstown   and   E.   Petersburg). Diane Garber presented the
recommendation.  Motion was made by Mr. LeFevre and seconded by Mr. Wiglesworth to
accept the recommendation of the Hempfield Area Fire Services Commission providing budget
funding to the Hempfield, Rohrerstown, and East Petersburg Fire Departments in the amount of
$10,000 each and place the remaining budgeted amount of $30,000 in the Fire Services Capital
Fund for future projects.  The following roll call vote was taken by the Township Manager:  Mr.
Bennett – aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr. Russell – aye; Mr. Wiglesworth –
aye.  The motion passed (5-0).

d) Mr. Bennett commended Diane Garber and EMS Services for their assistance to the owners of
the property that had a tree fall during the storm.  Both Diane and EMS Services received a very
nice letter from the property owners expressing their appreciation for their service to the
Township.

e) PennDOT    Reimbursement    Agreement – Authorization to sign and adoption of Resolution
#2020-28 stating the authorization to sign.  Mrs. Schweitzer informed the Board that this is an
80/20 split for construction, utility and right-of-way costs.  The estimated cost to the Township
is $3,300,000.  Motion was made by Mr. Bennett and seconded by Mr. Weaver to adopt
Resolution #2020-28 authorizing the Township Manager, Chairman or Vice-Chairman to sign
the PennDOT Reimbursement Agreement for the Centerville Road Widening Project.  The
following roll call vote was taken by the Township Manager:  Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr. LeFevre –
aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr. Russell – aye; Mr. Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion passed (5-0).
Mr. Russell gave a big ‘shout-out’ to Mrs. Schweitzer for negotiating the agreement.

f) Village   Residential   &   Village   Commercial   Zoning   Text   Amendment.  Motion was made by Mr.
Wiglesworth and seconded by Mr. Bennett to adopt Ordinance #2020-04, amendments to the
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Village Residential and Village Commercial Zoning, as presented and testified in the Hearing
tonight.   The following roll call vote was taken by the Township Manager:  Mr. Bennett – aye;
Mr. LeFevre – abstained; Mr. Weaver – nay; Mr. Russell – aye; Mr. Wiglesworth – aye.  The
motion passed (3-1-1).

g) Penn    Legacy/PA    Classics    special    event    and    roadway    indemnification for Sept. 5/6. Diane
Garber presented the request.  Motion was made by Mr. LeFevre and seconded by Mr.
Wiglesworth to approve the Penn Legacy/PA Classics application to use the Amos Herr Park
field on September 5 & 6, 2020 and to authorize the Chairman/Vice-Chairman to sign the
roadway indemnification form for the same.  The following roll call vote was taken by the
Township Manager:  Mr. Bennett – aye; Mr. LeFevre – aye; Mr. Weaver – aye; Mr. Russell –
aye; Mr. Wiglesworth – aye.  The motion passed (5-0). 

Old Business – None

New Business – None

Board Group Reports – None

Traffic Commission Report – There were two action items on tonight’s meeting agenda.:  (1)
Proposed signage at Bloomfield Way (Landis Farm Development) was approved; and (2) Staff was
asked to reach out to McMahon Associates to look at Shenck Road and Spooky Nook Road to
assure there is proper signage to alert truck traffic to the cover bridge weight restrictions. 

Manager’s Report – Mrs. Schweitzer submitted and reviewed highlights of her report for the

period covered through August 19, 2020.

Public Comment (residents or tax payers of East Hempfield Township only) - None

Adjournment
The Board unanimously adjourned the meeting to Executive Session at 9:30 p.m. and will not be
returning.  

Respectfully submitted,

___________________________________________
Cindy A. Schweitzer, Township Manager/Secretary




